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YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD!

YOUR PLAN!

See the last page of this booklet for instructions on how to comment on the Horsforth Draft Plan
Horsforth Town Council (HTC) has been working on a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) since late 2012. The work
has culminated in a Pre-submission Draft NP, which is summarised in this booklet.
The Pre-submission Draft NP is now the subject of a statutory 6 week consultation (the ‘Regulation 14’
consultation) running from Friday 26th October to Friday 7th December. We want your views about the
policies and proposals it contains before they are finalised. Please read the full document and complete
the questionnaire by the end of Friday 7th December – full details below.
The questionnaire responses you give will be analysed to ensure the NP best fits the views that have been
expressed. This will lead to the preparation of the full Submission Plan that will be submitted to Leeds City
Council (LCC) who will arrange for it to be independently examined. If the examiner finds the NP to have
been prepared in the correct manner and in accordance with legal tests, then the NP will be put to a
referendum of registered Horsforth voters. The referendum will allow the community to decide whether
the Neighbourhood PLAN should be ‘made’ (i.e. adopted) at which point it will become a material planning
consideration in the determination of planning applications.
The content of the Pre-submission Draft is the result of multiple consultations with households, community
groups and local businesses. It represents the views of the community not those of HTC.
Our Neighbourhood Plan will enable our community: •
•
•
•

to choose how we want new buildings to look and protect some local green spaces;
to produce a planning document that carries legal weight as part of Leeds City Council’s (LCC)
Local Plan;
to set out specific policies in several crucial areas that affect the way Horsforth will be by 2028;
to extend the benefits already derived from four conservation area appraisal and management
plans and the Horsforth Design Statement.

What the Neighbourhood Plan cannot do is stop housing (or other buildings) being developed where
LCC have determined it is required. Our NP must support the strategy of LCC’s Local Plan and other
basic conditions as set out in Government legislation.
For Horsforth, having a NP is very important as without one developers have a much freer hand to
develop our town in the way they want, rather in the way we would prefer.
Perhaps one of the most significant benefits to Horsforth from having a Neighbourhood Plan will be the
additional funds available from LCC to HTC, for the community, from the Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL). The CIL is a charge made on developers for building houses, factories etc. With a Neighbourhood
Plan in place the community will have control of 25% of this levy; but without one, only 15%.
The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group thanks you for the time and effort you will give to reading the
Pre-submission Draft of the Neighbourhood Plan, and for the responses you make in the questionnaire.
Remember, you have six weeks from 26th October to 7th December to let us know what you think.

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to this summary of our Pre-submission Draft Horsforth Neighbourhood Plan. Here we set out our
vision of the area’s future, our objectives and a summary of the plan’s policies. The policies are specifically
designed to answer the community’s key concerns and to achieve the plan’s objectives.
To view the full Pre-submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan, supporting documents, and an online
questionnaire for your comments, please go to the Town Council’s Website (link from here, or see page 10
of this booklet). Alternatively, you can use the paper questionnaire included with this summary. From October
to December you can also view the plan, discuss it and ask questions at a community drop-in event (date and
location to be announced), plus the plan will be available to view at public locations around the town, including
Monday to Thursday, 10am -12pm at the HTC office. Details of all venues will be publicised soon on the
website.
The consultation will run from Friday 26th October to Friday 7th December.
VISION STATEMENT
By 2028, housing growth in Horsforth will have taken place in line with the Leeds Core Strategy, but in the
knowledge that complementary and essential infrastructure, facilities and services have kept pace with that
housing growth and with an emphasis on providing the right sort of homes for local people.
Education and health facilities will have sufficient capacity to cope with the new demands. Today’s community
assets – Library, Hall Park, playing fields, meeting and activity centres – will have survived and been supplemented by new assets, catering particularly for young and elderly people and their recreational / leisure needs.
Development at Leeds Trinity University will have benefitted the economy without introducing additional
burdens on the road network or housing stock. New local businesses and jobs will have been welcomed,
particularly in the services and retail sectors.
A more integrated and improved road, rail and bus network will have developed to serve this larger Horsforth,
with a greater emphasis on walking and cycling, improved car parking provision and more public transport,
with less reliance on cars.
Above all else, Horsforth’s identity will be intact, despite the influx of development, as the shopping centres
will continue to thrive with local independent businesses. Its built heritage will be preserved. Its essential
green spaces and wildlife habitats will be protected and enhanced. The design of new development will
complement the existing built fabric and will have brought new green spaces with it, integrating the rural
with the urban. All efforts will have been made to deliver a more sustainable, eco-friendly, if larger Horsforth.
OBJECTIVES

• To ensure the delivery of a more sustainable, environment-friendly Horsforth.
• To ensure that development of infrastructure, facilities and services, such as transport systems,
education, health and shops is proportionate to Horsforth’s housing growth and community needs.
• To ensure that Horsforth’s growth in housing meets local needs and is integrated into the town, both
on individual sites and on a wider basis.
• To protect existing community assets and to encourage and support the provision of new community
assets, particularly for the elderly and young people.
• To encourage and support improved cycling and footpath links and public car parking to help deliver
a better transport infrastructure and encourage less car use.
• To preserve Horsforth’s character and appearance and to conserve Horsforth’s built heritage assets.
• To protect, preserve, enhance and add to Horsforth’s natural heritage, including its landscape, green
infrastructure, local green spaces and wildlife sites.
• To ensure that new built development complements and enhances the character of the existing built
environment.

PLAN POLICIES
GREEN ENVIRONMENT
YOU TOLD US: - You value Green Belt and green spaces;
- The countryside, green spaces and wildlife habitats, including wooded areas,
should be designated / protected;
- You support policies on the protection of Horsforth’s Special Landscape Area, its
local green infrastructure network and local green spaces, including green space
enhancement.
THE PLAN’S POLICIES: - Protect the area’s ‘Special Landscapes’ against unsympathetic development
(see Policy number GE1 in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan);
- Protect the town’s unprotected becks and their green corridors (‘local green
infrastructure’), while encouraging their enhancement and extension (GE2);
- Identify a list of 17 Local Green Space sites, which in effect gives them Green
Belt status and protection (GE3);
- Encourage the enhancement of Local Green Spaces and other protected green
space sites that would benefit from such enhancement (GE4).

Hall Park

Horsforth from Calverley Lane North

BUILT ENVIONMENT
YOU TOLD US: - To strengthen conservation areas;
- You value heritage buildings and features;
- You have concerns regarding shop frontages, signage, lighting and the public
realm;
- The Upper West End Lane/Southway Estate has special architectural and historic
character, which should be preserved and enhanced;
- Unprotected heritage buildings and distinctive historic buildings / features
should be retained / conserved;
- You support policies on ‘design in character’, shop frontages and signage,
Horsforth’s public realm and the protection and enhancement of local heritage
assets.
THE PLAN’S POLICIES: - Guide design and development throughout the Neighbourhood Area, including
within the town’s four conservation areas, so they reflect and take account of
Horsforth’s special historic and architectural character and features (BE1);

- Guide retail development in respect of shop lighting (BE2);
- Identify the Upper West End Lane/Southway Estate as having notable
architectural/design characteristics and set out area-specific considerations,
which any proposed new development should take into account (BE3);
- Identify four ‘Non-Designated Heritage Assets’ (locally important heritage
buildings, structures or features), the significance of which will be considered in
any development proposal, to avoid or minimise conflict with their conservation
and to improve them where possible (BE4).

Hall Park Rise

HOUSING
YOU TOLD US: - There is a need for ‘affordable retirement housing’, ‘sheltered retirement
accommodation’ and ‘social housing and family homes’;
- You support a policy in respect of housing type and mix.
THE PLAN’S POLICIES: - Encourage a mix of housing, with an emphasis on 1-2 bedroom small family
homes, accommodation for the elderly and a mix of tenures (H1);
- Encourage housing for independent living in small housing schemes, with
support for bungalows and level access flats (H2).

Rosemary Thompson House (left) and Flower Court

Town Street

EMPLOYMENT and SHOPPING
YOU TOLD US: - You support the encouragement of local business and job creation, particularly
in office and retail sectors;
- You have concerns regarding the volume of fast food takeaways, hairdressers,
charity and betting shops;
- Further expansion of Leeds Trinity University must involve increased campus
accommodation, increased campus parking and better transport links;
- You support policies to control changes away from retail in the area’s shopping
centres and to govern future university expansion.
THE PLAN’S POLICIES: - Control the proliferation of hot food takeaways in Horsforth Town Street and
Horsforth New Road Side (ES1);
- Guide the further development of Leeds Trinity University (ES2);
- Are silent regarding business encouragement and job creation, as they cannot
strengthen Leeds’s existing Core Strategy policies covering these issues;
- Are silent regarding hairdressers, charity shops and betting shops as these are
non-planning issues; but the plan seeks to address them via its ‘Community
Actions’ section.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES
YOU TOLD US: - You have concerns regarding the protection of existing community assets, such
as the Library and meeting / activity centres;
- There is a need for new community provision;
- You have concerns regarding school’s provision and expansion and meeting
local children’s school place needs;
- You support policies that protect / improve existing community facilities,
provide for new facilities and set criteria governing new school development.
THE PLAN’S POLICIES: - Protect the level of community facilities in the area and encourage
improvements (CFS1);
- Support the provision of new community facilities, particularly health facilities
(CFS2);
- Guide the development of new schools in the area (CFS3);
- Provide for off-road parent and school bus drop-off / pick-up areas in any new
or expanded school developments (CFS4);
- Are silent regarding meeting local children’s school pace needs locally as this is a
non-planning issue; but the plan seeks to address this via its ‘Community
Actions’ section.

Brownlee Stone Building and Mechanics Institute

Junction at Fink Hill Car Park

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT
YOU TOLD US: - About a lack of parking availability, insufficient rail station parking and on-road
resident parking problems;
- You support improved cycle routes and footpaths around Horsforth;
- You supported policies in respect of increased public car parking, the allocation
of sites for such parking and cycle route / footpath improvements.
THE PLAN’S POLICIES: -

- Safeguard existing levels of car parking in Horsforth’s shopping centres and
encourage / support additional parking (TT1);
- Expect new development to improve walking and cycling provision in the area
(TT2);
- Are silent regarding on-road resident parking problems as this is a non-planning
issue; but the plan seeks to address this via its ‘Community Actions’ section.

This Neighbourhood Plan Summary is published by: -

Horsforth Town Council
Mechanics Institute
Town Street, Horsforth
Leeds LS18 5BL
T: 0113 2580988 E: clerk@horsforthtowncouncil.gov.uk
How to comment on the draft of Horsforth’s Neighbourhood Plan.
1). This booklet contains summary information about the Neighbourhood
Plan. Inserted into the booklet centre is a questionnaire response sheet
that should be removed from the booklet.
2). Read the contents of this booklet for a general overview of the plan
and its policies.
3). Visit http://www.horsforthtowncouncil.gov.uk/Horsforth-TC/
consultations-26026.aspx for more detailed text and maps on the various
policies. The Draft Neighbourhood Plan is located via the “Consultations”
tab in the “Regulation 14 Consultation” section. Policies are coloured
coded the same in this summary, the draft plan and the questionnaire.
4). Complete the paper questionnaire and place your response in an
envelope (not supplied) addressed to: -

Freepost RTBC-CXZE-CAKR, Horsforth Town Council, Mechanics Institute,
Town Street, Horsforth, Leeds, LS18 5BL—no postage stamp is required,
to be received by 7th. December 2018.
Responses may also be completed online using the SurveyMonkey link at:https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HTC_NP

Thank you for your time and response – they are greatly appreciated.

