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Have a paw-fect
Christmas

12 online frauds of Christmas
How to shop safely in the festive season

The festive season is a peak time for cyber-fraud so West Yorkshire Police is highlighting














Online shopping fraud
Christmas e-cards
Auction fraud
Holiday fraud
Loan and investment scams
Ticketing fraud
Donating to charity
Mobile malware/malicious apps
Money transfers
Social media scams
Dating/romance scam
Mobile payments

West Yorkshire Police’s Force Crime Prevention
Officer, Chris Joyce, said: “Christmas is a peak
time for people paying for gifts and services
online but there are criminals out there that see
this as an easy way to make money.
“You always need to make sure both your
financial and personal information is protected
from cyber criminals. Fortunately, a high
percentage of cyber enabled crime is preventable
and simple steps such as having strong passwords
and up-to-date anti-virus software can assist in
protecting your personal and financial details"
“If you are even slightly unsure about the
credibility of a website then don’t input your
information and never open emails or the
attachments that may come with them if you are
not 100% sure of the source or the content has
no relevance to you whatsoever"
Mark Burns-Williamson, West Yorkshire’s Police
and Crime Commissioner, said: “It is nationally
recognised that cyber-crime is an emerging issue
and is one of the fastest growing types of crime.
“It has also been raised to me personally on a
local level by partnership agencies and during
visits to schools in the county. This has prompted
its inclusion in the Police and Crime Plan and I
feel it is an extremely important area of work
which needs more consideration.

“I am happy to support The 12 online frauds of
Christmas campaign and help ensure individuals
across West Yorkshire do not have their festive period
ruined by online fraudsters wreaking misery as people
shop online. “Please look at all the advice issued as
part of this campaign and make sure you make life as
difficult as possible for those trying to steal from
others as we work together to combat this.”
Anyone who has had the misfortune to fall victim to
one of the dozen festive frauds, or any other type of
cyber-fraud, can report it to West Yorkshire Police on
101 or contact Action Fraud on 0300 123 040 or at
www.actionfraud.police.uk

“

Christmas is
a peak time for people
paying for gifts and
services online but there
are criminals out there that
see this as an easy way to
make money

“

Last Christmas, between November 2013 and
the end of February 2014, there were 485
reports of online shopping and auction fraud in
West Yorkshire; netting criminals a total of
£279,974.50.
West Yorkshire Police is taking part in a national
campaign to raise awareness of a dozen online
frauds that can cause misery and stress for
communities this Christmas.
Most people will have presents delivered to
their doorstep without a hitch but many people
will fall foul of heartless criminals who specialise
in tricking internet users with the false promise of
great online deals and big cash savings.
Over 12 working days in December we have
been flagging up the following online crimes:

A special awards ceremony
Leeds District has thanked and paid tribute to its hard working Special
Constables and Police Support Volunteers at a Christmas Awards evening
recently
Held at Elland Road Police Station, the ceremony was largely prepared by PC
Fraser Corry who also acted as compere for the individual awards, supported
by Rachel (Volunteer Co-ordinator) and Neighbourhood Policing Team Hub
Sergeant Nick Boyes.
Chief Inspector Nik Adams represented the Leeds Senior Leadership Team
and personally thanked over 100 Leeds Specials who were in attendance,
recognising the efforts of 12 individual officers who were presented with
certificates of commendation for qualities such as; extraordinary public
service, protection for vulnerable victims, crime investigation, bravery and
teamwork.
Mr. Adams commented “Special Constables are regular members of the
public who have day jobs, families and lead very busy lives, yet put these
things to one side to don a uniform and assist our local PCs to fight crime
and keep our communities safe. The award evening is all about recognising
the efforts of individual Special Constables and even more so the hard work of
the entire Leeds Specials Contingent”.

Special constable in
daring river rescue

At around 11.45 pm on Saturday 30th of November, Special Constable Lee
Deighton, of East Ardsley, was volunteering in the Call Lane area of Leeds when
he was called to reports of a woman, stranded in the River Aire.
After sprinting to the scene near Leeds Bridge, he found a 21-year-old woman in
the river water, as well as a man – believed to be her friend – who was trying to
help her. Seeing that the pair were struggling to stay afloat, and realising the
women’s life was in imminent danger, SC Deighton jumped straight into the
freezing water – still wearing his high-visibility stab vest, baton, handcuffs, and
police radio.
Without hesitation, SC Deighton swam over, took a hold of her body and to the
best of his swimming ability, managed to pull both parties to safety. Although still
immersed by the river water, SC Deighton managed to keep the woman’s head
above surface until the emergency services arrived.
With the fire brigade now on scene, the women and her friend were safely
recovered from the river and rushed to the LGI by ambulance. SC Deighton
remained in the water until everyone else was safe, before eventually being
recovered himself. The woman stayed in hospital overnight for observations and it
 likely
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Benefits of Registration

Tackling terrorism together
National Counter Terrorism Awareness Week

“

By working together
we can make it harder

If you suspect it, report it. Anyone with concerns
about suspicious activity or behaviour is asked to
contact the Confidential Anti-Terrorist Hotline on
0800 789 321. In the case of an immediate threat,
always dial 999.

Ask The Police is the official police resource for
England and Wales. With an A– Z of frequently
asked questions and the option to send your own
questions in too, it’s a valuable resource. You can
access the website at:

Got a question about policing and the Law?

www.askthe.police.uk

for terrorists to operate
in the UK.

“

The North East Counter Terrorism Unit recently
supported a national police campaign, designed
to make it harder for terrorists to attack the UK.
National Counter Terrorism Awareness Week
ran from November 24 – November 30. During
the week, police and partner agencies worked
together to deliver activity and events across the
country, to increase vigilance amongst the
general public, business and transport
community.
Activity focused on five key areas, where simple
measures and an increased understanding could
help to prevent an act of terrorism. Each day
featured a different theme: crowded places,
transport hubs, preventing violent extremism,
terrorist financing and the tools terrorists need to
operate.
Each theme was supported by different
engagement activity, ranging from security
briefings for sports venues, retailers, leisure parks
and transport operators, to the delivery of public
advice in community venues, universities and
shopping centres.
Targeted police operations also took place at
key sites across the region in an effort to disrupt
terrorist activity, or criminal efforts which may
help to fund or support terrorist objectives.
Assistant Chief Constable Geoff Dodd is the lead
for the North East Counter Terrorism Unit. He
said: “In August the threat to the UK from
International Terrorism was increased to severe.
While there is currently no specific intelligence of
an attack on the UK, it is vital we ensure we are in
the best possible position to prevent and detect
any potential terrorist threats.
“Members of the public and the business
community have a particularly important role to
play when it comes to recognising suspicious
activity and reporting it to police. Those who
work in, or visit, crowded places are often best
placed to recognise the early signs that
something is wrong. We want them to know what
to do if they suspect something is out of the
ordinary and how they can help to protect
themselves and others.
“Through increased awareness and vigilance we
can reduce their opportunities and disrupt their
activities to better protect our communities, our
businesses and industry.”

Assistant Chief Constable

Festive fun

Ho, Ho, Ho!

on the heels of
nuisance wheels
The Leeds District Off Road Bike team
The Police could seize the vehicle and
have been busy over the past month, out you will have to pay for removal and
patrolling the streets of West Leeds,
storage.
seizing vehicles from those who choose to
cause nuisance and drive with no
You could face unlimited civil claims for
insurance.
damages and injuries.
Thanks to the concerned residents of
communities across the West Leeds area,
reports of anti-social vehicle use have
been received, investigated, followed up
and acted upon by officers in the team, as
you will have seen if you follow your local
Police officers via social media. Pictured
here are just three of the vehicles seized
over the past month.
The team are involved in dealing with
Quads, motorcycles and cars being used in
an anti-social manner and also the
recovery of stolen cars.
Any riders should have a driver’s licence
covering that category of vehicle, the
vehicle should have road tax, a valid MOT
and third party insurance. Those who
choose to break the rules or behave in an
anti social way will find their vehicle seized
and will have to pay for removal and
storage. Those vehicles not claimed will
face a ‘crushing’ fate.

Advice for parents Before you
buy a motorcycle or quad bike:
Remember that the vehicle will require
public liability insurance.
Riding a motorcycle in public
areas is an offence.
Prosecution could lead to a fine, penalty
points and disqualification.

Helping out
Hyde Park
Student volunteers have been out offering
safety advice for people on nights out in the
run up to Christmas and the New Year.
With activities generally being concentrated in
city and town centres and areas with a high
student population, Hyde Park was the perfect
location for engagement.
People were reminded to ensure they are using
legitimate taxis and that they and their friends
get home safe. They also handed out a small
‘spikey’ that can slip over a straw which means
no one can put anything in your bottle.
All in all, it was a successful operation, with
approximately 1,000 being spoken to.

West Yorkshire Police do all they can to
keep the public of West Yorkshire safe
during nights out across the county's towns
and cities.
The busiest periods for the pubs and clubs
are during the Summer and over the
Christmas holidays so during this time the
Force runs Operation Northdale. Officers,
together with volunteers from the NHS,
Probation Service, Street Angels and night
marshalls work together with the aim of
reducing the number of sexual offences.
These volunteers are positioned in key
locations where they can help anyone who
may be vulnerable during their night out.
Our tips for having fun and getting home
safely are:
• Always pre-book a licensed taxi for your
journey home.
• Stay with your friends and never walk
home alone.

• Never leave your drinks unattended, even
soft drinks get spiked.
• Drink water in between alcoholic drinks.
• You don’t have to be drunk to have a good
night, set limits and stick to them.
• Alcohol can change your behaviour and
make you do things that you wouldn’t
normally do.
If you have been a victim of sexual violence
there are specially trained staff that you can
speak to. In an emergency dial 999. For
non-emergencies or if you have information
about an offender tell us by calling 101.
If you just need to talk to someone call STAR
(Surviving Trauma After Rape) by calling
01924 298954 or visit
www.starproject.co.uk/ for information.

‘It’s not worth
the risk’

The publication of each charge made in relation
to drink or drug driving will be a first for West
Yorkshire Police and will see the details posted
below each weekday morning. Further updates
and news regarding this year's campaign will also
feature on the Force's Twitter account:
West Yorkshire Police are supporting this year's
@WestYorksPolice using the hashtag
national Christmas drink driving campaign by
#NotWorthTheRisk.
detailing each charge made against those
Inspector Joanne Field, who leads West
suspected of drink or drug driving throughout
Yorkshire Police's Roads Policing Unit, said:
December.
‘‘Driving while under the influence of drink or
'It's not worth the risk' is the message behind
drugs is always a significant danger, but at
the festive crackdown, which will see West
Christmas the risks are even more prevalent with
Yorkshire Police reveal the details, including the darker nights, bad weather and sadly, more
age, gender, town or city the driver is from, as
people taking the risk by drinking and then
well as the time and location they were arrested. getting behind the wheel.
Information will also be released of those
‘‘Each year we stop hundreds of people who are
charged in connection with failing to provide a
clearly not in a fit state to drive through drink or
specimen of breath or those charged with being drugs. The 2014 campaign is about hammering
unfit to drive.
home the message that on a daily basis people

across West Yorkshire are risking their and other
people's lives and that drink driving has
extremely serious consequences.’’
‘‘The effect of a drink driving conviction can be
devastating. In my time as an officer, I have seen
people lose their job, career and marriage. If
you're going out to drink any amount please
leave your car keys at home. It's simply not
worth the risk.’’ added Inspector Field.

Did you know?...
A conviction for driving while
under the influence of drink and drugs
will lead to a criminal record, a driving
ban of at least a year
and a fine up to £5,000

Kerbing drink-driving in Kirkstall
Early morning checks for the 'morning after'
drink drivers started on Kirkstall Road.
Around 30 drivers were spoke to, as we
delivered the message 'even the morning after a
night out you can still be over the drink drive
limit!'
Fortunately, none of the divers spoken to were
found to be over the limit, but other traffic
offences such as using mobile phones while
driving resulted in traffic tickets being issued.
More checks will be carried out in over Christmas
and the New Year.

Christmas crime prevention
Remove temptation
Don’t leave valuable items or Christmas presents in full view through your
window. Take away the temptation for potential thieves.

Don’t make it easy for them
A potential burglar knows to look for a hidden door key near the front
entrance. Don’t hide spare keys under a rock, plant pots or above door
ledges. If you really need to leave a key, leave it with a trusted neighbour.

Don’t make your car a target
When out shopping use a well lit car park and never leave valuable items,
shopping bags or Christmas presents on display in your car.

Keep an eye on your items
When you’re out shopping, don’t leave your wallet in your back pocket,
ensure your bag is zipped or closed and don’t leave your handbag in your
shopping trolley or on the back of a chair.

Reducing the pay off
Use security markers or a UV pen to mark your new property. Register your
items on www.immobilise.com.

Contact us
Always call 999 in an emergency where is
a danger to life, or a crime progress.

Call 101 for non-emergencies where
police attendance is requires, to report a
crime or any incident which requires the
Police.

West Leeds Policing:
Outer North West: Guiseley, Rawdon, Horsforth, Adel, Wharfedale, Otley and Yeadon.
Inner North West: Hyde Park, Woodhouse, Headingley and Weetwood.
Outer West: Farnley, Wortley, Pudsey, Calverley and Farsley.
Inner West: Bramley, Stanningley, Armley and Kirkstall.

• Leeds Inner West
• Leeds Outer West
• Leeds Outer North West
• Leeds Inner North West

• Outer West - @WYP_LeedsOutW
• Inner West – @WYP_LeedsInnerW
• Outer North West - @WYPLeedsOutNW
• Inner North West - @WYP_LeedsINW
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