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Police dogs: Up close and paw-sonal:

The West Yorkshire Police Dog Section
consists of a range of dogs of varying
breeds and roles. We range from generalpurpose Police dogs through to a range of
specialist search dogs.
A variety of breeds are used within West
Yorkshire and we now have our own breed
programme to cope with the ever
expanding use of dogs performing duties to
compliment the needs of the modern day
police service.
The majority of our general-purpose dogs
are German Shepherds, but we do have a
small pool of Malinois’s. The specialist
search dogs range from Springer Spaniels to
Labradors and will ‘find’ explosives, drugs,
firearms and money.
The general-purpose dogs are tasked with
a multi-role including tracking, searching for
persons and property and criminal work.

All our dogs are trained using a system of
‘praise and reward’, which not only brings
out the natural abilities of the dog but also
increases the bond between dog and
handler.
Our General Purpose Dogs are mostly
sourced from our own puppy scheme. We
do, however, rely on donations from
members of the public for dogs for our
Specialist work. These are usually Spaniels
or Labradors. Basic training begins when
they are between 12 - 18 months old, and in
order to be considered, the dogs must be
social, have high drive, and want to play
with a ball or similar object.
The basic training of our General Purpose
Dogs lasts for between 8 - 10 weeks, and all
must successfully pass a Home Office
licence before they are allowed to begin
patrol.

All our dogs live at home with the handler
through their working life and upon
retirement become a family pet remaining
with the handler.
The breed programme was started in
September 2005 and all of our litters are
born at the Breed centre based in Wakefield
and at 8 weeks of age the puppies are
placed with either dog handlers or ‘puppy
walkers’. To find out more about becoming
a puppy walker, please call 01924 293 135.

No need for speed
Local Officers have been busy tackling
speeding and parking issues recently after
concerns were raised by residents.
We held a day of action in the Adel and
Bramhope areas. We took out the Speed
Indicator Device on Otley Road, Kings Road,
Creskeld Lane, and Old Lane to address
issues of speeding vehicles.
Patrols were also carried out near Adel
Primary School in relation to parking
concerns and on Leeds Road with regards to
motorists failing to stop for red lights at the
pedestrian crossing.
We appreciate traffic and speeding is a
particular problem across Leeds so we will
continue to monitor this in the future.

Cyber-crime awareness
week launched in March
West Yorkshire Police have been
highlighting the online threat posed by
criminals as part of a national week of
action to raise awareness over the dangers
of cyber-crime.
Each day we have been focusing on a
different aspect of cyber-crime, from online
bullying and 'trolling' to commercial
cyber-attacks, online fraud and internet
grooming. A dedicated webpage and a
comprehensive social media campaign using
the hashtag #WebMonsters has been
providing information on the often simple
steps everyone can take to protect
themselves, their family and their business.

A recent study from Get Safe Online
(www.getsafeonline.org) showed the
increasing financial and emotional cost
cyber-crime can have. Over half of those
surveyed in Yorkshire (58%) said they had
been victims of cyber-crime and were left
feeling 'very' or 'extremely violated' by their
experience.
Statistics from the National Fraud
Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) also provided an
indication of the financial scale associated
with online fraud. Nearly £11.5 million was
lost in West Yorkshire from internetenabled frauds in the year to September
2014.

Kerb your
enthusiasm
PCSO Graham and PCSO Broxup attended
Bolton Royd Primary School in March to
clamp down on some of the parking issues
that the school is experiencing.
Offending drivers were issued warnings
about parking over peoples drives and
inconsiderate driving. PCSO Graham advised
that the Police will be attending on a regular
basis and tickets will be issued to offenders
in the future.

Serving justice when
crime is on a plate
Local Officers have been busy cracking
vehicle crime in Bramley recently.
Police Community Support Officers were
out and about patrolling Pollard Lane when
they came across an unattended Vauxhall
Astra Club in silver parked unattended near
Newlay Bridge. Officers made some
enquires and discovered that the vehicle
was reported stolen from the LS14 area of
Leeds.
A closer inspection revealed that the
vehicle was displaying false registration
plates and has now been recovered by us.

Please be vigilant, if you see a vehicle that
you don't recognise or think is suspicious
please call 101 or report online at
www.westyorkshire.police.uk/reportcrime.

Hard work yields
results in Yeadon
Officers responded to a call from a
concerned resident in Yeadon regarding
some suspicious activity recently.
After two vehicles made off from an
address, both were stopped by Police and
the Roads Policing Unit. Four men were
arrested at the scene. Officers then
returned to the address and found a small
cannabis farm.
A further man was also arrested from the
address. Both vehicles were seized after
being found used in crime.
If you have any information about crime in
your area, you can report it in a number of
ways. You can call us on 101 (or 999 in an
emergency), report online at
www.westyorkshire.police.uk/reportcrime
or, alternatively, call Crimestoppers
(anonymously) on 0800 555 111.

Officers would like to remind residents in
West Leeds to keep their vehicles secure.
Whilst on patrol, property left on display is
often spotted by PCSOs. Examples include
sat-navs, a laptop, money, an mp3 player
and a number of bags. Easy pickings for a
thief!
Please follow these simple steps which
may prevent you from becoming a victim:
• When you leave your vehicle please make
sure there is no sat-nav or cradle left on
display. If you have used a cradle with a
suction cup wipe the mark off the
windscreen (a tell-tale sign to a thief!).
• Don't leave property on show or hide it in
obvious places like under the seats or glove
box. Take it with you. If you leave any
tell-tale signs there might be something
of value in your vehicle these are the first
places thieves will look.
• Don't leave coats or bags on display.
Thieves may think they have purses or
wallets inside and break in to check.

• Walk around your vehicle and look in - can
you see anything on display? This takes
seconds and could save you hours in
arranging repairs or replacements for
property.
Get into a routine each time you leave
your vehicle and make the checks. Don’t
give thieves an easy ride.

New drugdriving
legislation
launched
A new law has made it illegal to drive with
set limits for both illegal and certain legal
drugs for the first time.
The new legislation makes it easier for
Police forces to target drug-drivers because
the law now means we can test drivers for
drugs in a similar way to how they currently
test for alcohol.
Limits are set at very low levels for eight
illegal drugs including cannabis and cocaine
while some legally prescribed drugs
including diazepam and methadone are also
included as certain strong medication can
affect people’s ability to drive.
Class A cocaine and class B cannabis have
been deliberately chosen as they have been
found to be the most prolific drugs used by
those drug-driving and can have significant
levels of impairment when it comes to
people's ability to drive.
In West Yorkshire, police are also starting
to use a new testing kit, which means they
can quickly and accurately test for the
presence of cannabis and cocaine at the
roadside. In a first for the Force the new kit
means anyone suspected of driving while
under the influence of drugs can be quickly
tested with a saliva swab and then arrested
if the test proves positive. Previously, the
offence of driving whilst unfit through drugs
would be used to prosecute drivers, but the
new laws are in addition to this existing
offence.

Inspector Joanne Field, who leads West
Yorkshire Police's Roads Policing Unit,
welcomed the new legislation. She said:
‘‘The change in law with set limits for both
illegal and some powerful legal drugs makes
the process of tackling those who put lives
at risk by drug-driving simpler by enabling
us to test for the two most common illegal
drugs at the roadside.
‘‘The influence that drugs, both illegal and
medication prescribed by a doctor, can
significantly impair someone's ability to
drive and put your life as well as those of
other road users in significant danger- just
like drink-driving.
‘‘Cannabis and cocaine are the most
common illegal drugs used by people who
drug-drive and this new legislation increases
our ability to identify and arrest people who
drive with illegal drugs in their system.
‘‘Because the new law also sets limits for
types of legal drugs it's vital that anyone
taking prescribed medication reads the
instructions carefully and sticks to the
prescribed dosage. If you have any concerns
regarding the impact any medication may
have on your ability to drive, please speak
to your doctor before you get behind the
wheel.”
Mark Burns-Williamson, the Police and
Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire,
said: "Driving after taking illegal drugs and
some medications can have devastating
consequences and can easily result in loss of
life.

"All too often the police and other
emergency services attend road traffic
incidents which have life changing impacts
on families.
"Please keep yourself, your family and
others safe on the roads.
"As long as drivers stay within the
prescribed levels, most people will still be
able to get behind the wheel of a car, but I
would advise anyone who is unsure about
the effects of their medication or how the
new legislation may affect them, to seek the
advice of their doctor or pharmacist."
For more information on the new drugdriving legislation can be found at:
think.direct.gov.uk/drug-driving

Did you know? A drug-driving conviction will result in a criminal record, a minimum 12 month
driving ban, a fine of up to £5,000 and up to 6 months in prison or both. It's not worth the risk.

...with the Off-Road Bike Team

This scooter was seen riding down
the ring road in West Park with
three people on it. It made off from
Officers but we soon caught up with
the rider when it was stopped on
Spen Lane. It was seized!
Officers on patrol on Buckle Lane in
Guiseley had their attention drawn to a
rider doing ‘wheelies’. Causing a
danger to himself and others, the
driver was spoken to and he had his
bike seized. Job done!

Officers stopped a man on Chatsworth
Road in Pudsey. He was reported for a
number of driving offences and had his
bike seized. Good result!

The riders of these sets of wheels have all
now been served with Section 59 warnings
against them after being found in the
woods at Clayton Quarry. They were on
their way to the quarry in the belief that
the use of motorbikes and quads is allowed
there. A Section 59 warning means once
issued, if a rider is found to be driving antisocial again in the future, it will be seized.

The rider of this set of wheels
was given a Section 59 warning
for driving in an anti-social
manner in Bramley recently. This
means that if he is caught again,
we will seize it from him.
The rider of this bike was given
a warning after being found
riding anti-socially through
Calverley woods.

Chief Constable Dee Collins and Assistant Chief Constable Russ Foster standing together with partners against hate crime
West Yorkshire Police and the Police and
Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire
are supporting the International Day for
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on
21 March as part of their hate crime
awareness campaign, and during March
will be highlighting race hate crime and
how people can report it.
Temporary Assistant Chief Constable Paul
Money said: “The theme for this year’s
International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination is ‘learning from
historical tragedies to combat racial
discrimination today’. We appreciate that
some individuals may be distrustful of
police because of their own or others’ past
experiences and work hard to understand
and build relationships with our diverse
communities across West Yorkshire.
“Racist or xenophobic behaviour has no
place in our communities and we all have a
part to play in challenging it. It is vital that
people have the confidence to come
forward and tell us if they have either been
a victim of, or witnessed, such behaviour.
We take every report extremely seriously
and will investigate thoroughly, putting
support in place for the victim and ensuring
that appropriate action is taken.”
This month marks the last focused month
of activity under the hate crime campaign
banner with previous months focusing on

gender identity, disability, faith and sexual
orientation hate crime. The Force and Police
and Crime Commissioner Mark BurnsWilliamson will however be continuing to
engage with communities and minority
groups to raise awareness and encourage
reporting of hate crimes and incidents.
“West Yorkshire Police will not tolerate the
targeting of someone because of their race,
sexual orientation, religion, disability or
gender identity. Even if what’s happened
isn’t a criminal offence the police still need
to know so they can ensure support and
advice is offered to those involved and
action is taken where appropriate. We will
continue, alongside the Police and Crime
Commissioner, to promote what constitutes
a hate crime or incident and the options
available to report this either directly or
indirectly to the police,” T/ACC Money
added.
The Force and Police and Crime
Commissioner are also supporting the
national ‘We Stand Together’ campaign
which was launched to respond to concerns
within communities across the UK as a
result of recent global events.
Launched in Manchester on 5 March, the
‘We Stand Together’ campaign is a national
movement to celebrate diversity and
difference, encourage community cohesion
and build upon positive work already taking

place. People can get involved with the
campaign by uploading a photograph of
themself standing with at least one other
person and tweet a message with
#WeStandTogether and their stated
cause. You can then nominate one or
several other people to do the same.
Mr Burns-Williamson, said:
“Along with West Yorkshire Police, as your
Police and Crime Commissioner I am
committed to tackling all forms of hate
crime, putting victims and witnesses at the
heart of what we do, and ensuring that the
right support services are available when
needed.
Anyone with information about a hate
crime or incident is asked to report it either
by calling 999 in an emergency or 101 in a
non-emergency, online at
www.westyorkshire.police.uk/hatecrime or
in person at a police station.
Alternatively, there are independent Hate
Incident Reporting Centres (HIRCs) across
West Yorkshire for anyone who does not
want to speak directly to the police. To find
your nearest centre visit the West Yorkshire
Police website. There is also an
independent online hate crime reporting
facility on the True Vision website at
www.report-it.org.uk.

Driving unwisely
in Guiseley
Local Officers continue to work towards
vehicle crime in the West Leeds area.
Following ongoing reports of vehicles
being driven in anti-social manner in
Westside Retail Park, local Officers seized
this vehicle for driving erratically around
the car park. The driver was also arrested
for a Public Order offence.
Please report any suspicious or
dangerous vehicles to us on by ringing 101.

Local Officers teamed up with Leeds City
Council Taxi Enforcement Officers on an
operation recently.
The aim was to check black & white &
private hire taxis. Several were stopped and
found to have had defects such as:
- Lights broken.
- Damaged bodywork.
- No insurance documents carried.
- Warning lights illuminated.
- Insufficient required equipment on board
(fire extinguishers / first aid kits etc).
- Picking up passengers when not
permitted.
- Brake pads worn down to the metal.

Three vehicles have been suspended from
operation due to dangerous operating
conditions and several others have been
issued enforcement tickets from the
council.
Remember, if you are flagging down
taxi's, please only get in a black & white
cars, as private hire cars are not insured to
take you whatever the driver may tell you.

Shed light on security

West Leeds residents are being reminded
to keep their sheds secure after several
reported break-ins. We would like to offer
you the following crime prevention tips:
• Check the general fabric of your shed and
garage - are there any signs of decay, that
may provide an opportunity for a thief?
• Fit a ‘Shedbar’ that meets Secured by
Design standards.
• Is it possible to strengthen the door and
frame? Outside door hinges should be
secured with coach bolts or non-return
screws. Use strong padbars and close
shackle padlocks.

• What condition are the windows in? Are
they held in by inefficient fixings? Consider a
strong grille or heavy wire mesh to increase
window security and the use of net curtains
to deter casual viewing.

• Remember to lock everything away in
your shed or garage once you have secured
it.
• Don't be tempted to leave things out
overnight or while you just 'nip to the
shops'. Remember, it only takes a minute
• Post-code items that you store in the shed
for someone to walk off with your
or garage. Use a visible method of
belongings.
marking where possible such as permanent
marker pen.
• Keep a record of any serial numbers.
• Use a chain to secure valuable items
within the shed or garage, so even if
someone does break in they won't be able
to walk off with your valuable items.

For further advice, please contact your
local Crime Reduction Officer by
telephoning 101 or send an email to
leedscpo@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk.

Online Watch Link (OWL) sends you the
latest local crime alerts to keep you
informed of what’s going on, as well as
helping to keep communities safe and
reducing crime.
It's a shared, secure platform for the public
and local authorities to maximise the
potential of Neighbourhood Watch, Rural
Watch, Business Watch and dozens of other
schemes. OWL sends you the latest local
crime alerts and provides management
tools for maintaining and expanding
watches. OWL was recently featured on BBC
Crimewatch.

West Leeds
Neighbourhood
Policing areas:

Outer North West: Guiseley, Rawdon,
Horsforth, Adel, Wharfedale, Otley and
Yeadon.
Inner North West: Hyde Park,
Woodhouse, Headingley and Weetwood.

Outer West: Farnley, Wortley, Pudsey,
Calverley and Farsley.
Inner West: Bramley, Stanningley, Armley
and Kirkstall.
Find out more about us at
www.westyorkshire.police.uk/leeds

• West Yorkshire Police - Leeds Inner West
• West Yorkshire Police - Leeds Outer West
• West Yorkshire Police - Leeds North West
• West Yorkshire Police - Leeds Inner North West

• Outer West - @WYP_LeedsOutW
• Inner West – @WYP_LeedsInnerW
• Outer North West - @WYPLeedsOutNW
• Inner North West - @WYP_LeedsINW
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