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Horsforth Town Council’s Annual Report for April 2015 to March 2016
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Horsforth Town Council
Band Concerts
in Horsforth Hall Park
Saturday 14 May
Horsforth Leeds City Band
12-3pm    
Sunday 17 July
BD1 Brass
2.30pm – 4.30pm
Sunday 4 September
Stroke of Genius Big Band
2.30pm – 4.30pm
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Horsforth Parish Council was formed in 1999 by a group of like minded people who
wanted to preserve Horsforth’s sense of community and by mainly voluntary effort,
improve the appearance of Horsforth. They petitioned for a Parish Council and this was
granted. They later changed their name to Town Council but this did not increase the
Council’s status. Horsforth Town Council exists to act as a democratically elected forum
and focus for the township of Horsforth.

Town Clerk:

    

All its meetings and those of its committees are open to attendance by residents. A
regular newsletter, “Horsforth Matters”, is distributed to every home. It informs residents
of activities in Horsforth.

Charlotte Dodd

Admin & Finance
Assistant:
Julie Sou

B

Horsforth Town Council. Mechanics Institute, Town
Street, Horsforth, Leeds. LS18 5BL

(

0113 258 0988

+

:

admin@horsforthtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.horsforthtowncouncil.gov.uk
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1 - Chairman’s Comments
The year started with the election of a new Town Council which saw a number of longserving Councillors lose their seats and almost half of the Councillors elected were new to
the Council.
I would like to thank those Councillors that lost their seats for their efforts over many
years and I think they can be assured that, given how busy 2015-2016 has been, the
new Councillors have risen to the challenge and I would like to thank all my fellow Town
Councillors for the work they have done for the community during the year.
Over the past 12 months we have seen our Town Clerk, Charlotte Dodd, consolidate her role
and help steer the Town Council through the busy year.
Unfortunately our Admin Assistant and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), Linda Makin,
decided to leave the Council earlier this year and we wish her well for the future.
To replace Linda, we have recruited Julie Sou as our Admin Assistant and I would like to
welcome her to the Council. Julie is currently the Clerk for Aberford and District Parish
Council and I am sure she will enjoy the challenge of a larger Town Council.

1.1

The present situation.

a.

The Community Committee has continued its work in supporting local groups as
diverse as the Girl Guides, Art Society and Trinity Players. It has also supported the
Horsforth WW1 100 year commemoration and helped fund new name plaques for
the War Memorial.
This year also saw Horsforth becoming a Fairtrade Town and many thanks to Cllr
Pritlove for her work on this with the Horsforth Fairtrade Town Steering Group.

b.

The Environment Committee continued its support for Horsforth in Bloom, hanging
baskets and Christmas lights. The toilets in Hall Park have been highlighted as being
of concern and whilst some work (addition of baby changing facilities) has been done
following pressure from residents and the Council, there is still more to be done.

c.

The Public Safety Committee continues its commitment to part-funding two PCSOs
in Horsforth, and receives regular reports on policing issues in Horsforth covering
crime & traffic issues. The Committee has continued to fund small No Cold Calling
Zones schemes, in conjunction with requests from residents and on the
recommendation from our PCSOs.
The Committee is also investigating the possibility of supplying grit bins in winter in
addition to those supplied by Leeds City Council.

d.

The Planning and Licensing Committee continues to look at all planning applications
for new developments, house modifications and changes of use of premises and also
licensing changes. For many applications we do not make any comments but are
always aware of the problems caused by over-development, requirements for
additional parking or other potential nuisance to neighbours and comment on such
as necessary.
The Committee and its working group is still involved in establishing a Neighbourhood
Plan for Horsforth. Further resident and business consultations on potential housing
and Horsforth development have been carried out.
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e.

The Finance and General Purpose Committee manages the budget and spending
of the Town Council, amongst other activities, making recommendations to Full
Council, especially in respect of the precept for the following year. The precept for
the forthcoming year is the same as the previous year.
The Staffing and Employment Sub-committee looks after the welfare and
development of the Council’s employees. In particular it has dealt with the
recruitment of the new Admin Assistant.

1.2

The Future

Over the coming year, the Town Council will be finalising its 5 year plan which will
detail the priorities of each of the sub-committees.
This will include:
•
continuing the work on the Neighbourhood Plan
•
registering as Community Assets those buildings and green spaces that are
used by residents
•
extending Cold Call Control Zones as requested by residents and police
•
possibility of providing grit bins in addition to those provided by Leeds City
Council
If you have any other ideas as to what you would like Horsforth Town Council to look
at, then please contact us.

Chairman’s Comments

1 - Chairman’s Comments

Cllr. J. Garvani
Chair - Horsforth Town Council

		

2.1.

  

a.

Present Situation

Working with West Yorkshire Police
The Committee match funds two Poilice Community Safety Officers (PCSOs) working
in Horsforth. The Public Safety and Traffic Committee works with the West Yorkshire
Police (including the PCSOs) and the local Pub Watch to monitor activities in the
Horsforth area.

b.

Traffic safety measures
These include monitoring of the use of the Speed Indication
Device (SID) in particular hot-spots especially areas around schools.

c.

The Committee has funded two “No Cold Calling Control Zones”
These assist with the protection of vulnerable older residents from pressurised
selling.

2.2. Future
The Committee is seeking ways of finding additional funding to extend the No Cold
Calling Control Zones to other areas of the community to further assist protecting
other older residents from pressurised selling. It is also researching ways and
means of providing grit bins, in the community, in areas susceptible to icy roads and
an additional Speed Indicator Device (SID).
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Public Safety & Traffic Committee

2. Public Safety & Traffic Committee

Chair’s Thanks.
As Chair I would like to thank all the members of the Community Committee for their
support throughout the year, and for their willingness to take on the work of the Committee
over and above the time spent in meetings.
I would like to thank the Town Clerk, Charlotte Dodd, for all her help throughout the year,
and to Linda Makin when deputising for Charlotte.

3.1 Present

Sponsorship.
Sponsorship to local organisations was as follows:
Organisation
Royal British Legion: hire of P.A. for Remembrance Parade
Horsforth Churches Together: for Hope in the Park (later returned)
Horsforth World War One 100 Years: display boards
Horsforth World War One 100 Years: missing names on Cenotaph
Horsforth Fairtrade Steering Group: Fairtrade Fortnight project
		

		

			

Grants.
Grants were made to the following organisations:
Organisation
Horsforth Arts Society: extra chairs
7th Airedale Shire Oak Scout Group: towards roof removal and
replacement
Girl Guiding Horsforth North: team building event
Horsforth Trinity Players: towards cost of first production
Horsforth School: battlefield trip: towards cost of donations and
wreath laying at the Menin Gate, Ypres
RGAG: towards legal fees

Amount £
150.00
500.00
500.00
500.00
200.00

				

b

		

		

								

a

							

					

			

				

		

						

									

Amount £
200.00
300.00
300.00
300.00
250.00
200.00

c

Awards.
The Good Citizen Award was made to Lara Rule.
The Young Achiever Award was made to Louis Sidebottom.

d

Town Council Website & Facebook.
The Town Council website has been active, and statistics show that it is well visited.
The Council ratified to start to use social media, with Facebook kicking the project
off. This has proven successful.

e

Summer Band Concerts.
Summer band concerts have continued to be sponsored by the Town Council.
Saturday 14 May – Horsforth Leeds City Band (12-3pm)
Sunday 17 July – BD1 Brass (2.30pm – 4.30pm)
Sunday 4 September - Stroke of Genius Big Band (2.30pm – 4.30pm)
    

Community Committee

3. Community
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Fairtrade
In 2015 Horsforth became a Fairtrade Town, thanks to the continuing support of the
Town Council. Councillors, schools and local organisations were invited to celebrate
the event at a Fairtrade party in September.

g

Horsforth Matters
Horsforth Town Council continues to publish Horsforth Matters which is delivered to
each household in Horsforth.

h

Dementia Friendly Community
The Town Council has started on the process of becoming a Dementia Friendly
Community. Councillors have received Dementia Friendly training and the Town
Council has joined the Leeds Dementia Action Alliance.

3.2

The Future

b.

We will continue to acknowledge the amazing achievements of Horsforth citizens and
young people with the Citizens Award and the Young Achiever Award.

c.

A celebration of the Queen’s 90th Birthday will take place in Hall Park on 14th May.
This will be a ‘Picnic in the Park’ and there will be children’s entertainments and light
refreshments.

d

A networking event will take place on 5 November 2016 and will be advertised on
the website. This is an ideal opportunity for community organisations to meet local
Town Councillors and members of the public.

e.

The Community List will be reviewed on alternate years, the next being May 2017. An
annual email will be sent to confirm that each member of the List still wishes to be
included.

f

We will continue with the work to develop a Dementia Friendly Community.

a

The Committee will continue to offer grants and sponsorship, and we hope that more
organisations will apply for this help.

Cllr. J. Pritlove
Chair - Community Committee
Horsforth Town Council.
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Community Committee

f

Environment Committee

The Committee continued with its three main areas of services to deliver in 2015/2016:
•
Providing and maintaining hanging baskets, Jubilee Garden and other floral
arrangements in the town.
•
Providing the Christmas lights and Christmas trees and organising the switch on
including Christmas carols and Father Christmas. Support for the provision of
Christmas trees once again was provided by Aire Valley Tree Services and other local
businesses. The Christmas light switch on event has been overseen by this
committee, but responsibility for that is now vested with the Community Committee.
•
Keeping 27 public rights of way clear in the town. Leeds City Council are responsible
for the others.
   

Environment Committee

4.

May saw the arrival of our summer hanging baskets and the planting up of several planters
in the town. This provides support to the tireless work of the Horsforth in Bloom volunteers
who continue to plant bulbs around the town and install and maintain many more planters.
Their work was recognised by a Gold Award from the In Bloom competition.
The Christmas lights were installed by Leeds City Council and part funded by them together
with Horsforth Town Council. The Committee was also able to extend Christmas lights up to
the Horsforth roundabout on New Road Side, trialling a solar powered LED light system.
The Old Ball Garden project continues to be on hold while the infestation of Japanese
knotweed is dealt with.
Signage to recognise Horsforth as a Fairtrade Town has been agreed, with the first of these
signs to be included on the new signage at the entry of Horsforth from Rodley on the A6120
Ring Road. Other Horsforth signs are hoped to be updated during 2016/2017.
Recognising that risk assessments to some of the Town Council’s assets were too informal,
twice a year assessments have been implemented for the Town Council benches, clock,
noticeboard and Town Council planters.
The Committee shares the public’s opinion that the provision of toilet facilities in Hall Park is
poor. Improvements have been made with the topic set as an agenda item for future
monitoring and support by the Committee.
Within the Town Council’s 5 year plan, as well as supporting better Hall Park toilet facilities,
the Committee has proposed better cycling facilities in Horsforth.
Cllr. M. Hughes
Chair - Environment Committee
Horsforth Town Council
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The Planning and Licensing Committee met each month during the past year.
I was delighted to be appointed Chair of this committee in May last year.
During the year, the Committee has had presentations from several interested parties,
mainly to do with proposed large developments.
The Committee looked at around 100 applications, an apparent decrease on last year’s
numbers, but the Town Council is unable to comment on certain types of application,
notably non-material amendments, permitted developments and tree pruning applications.
This considerably reduces the number of applications which the Committee needs to
consider.
The majority of this year’s applications considered were to do with residential changes
– extensions or garden works (around 75). Other applications were for changes of use in the
retail sector and for new commercial housing developments.
The majority of licensing applications which are seen by the Committee are for a change of
licensee, or for a temporary event licence. The Committee are not permitted to comment on
these. The Committee did comment on three applications for extended opening hours, all
concerning establishments on Town Street.
In addition to the above work the Committee has also submitted a response to Leeds City
Council’s Airport Link Road consultation on behalf of the Town council.
The Neighbourhood Plan Working group continued meeting on a monthly basis. The main
focus has been work on the issue of residential and business questionnaires and the issue
of the draft Vision, Aims and Intentions document. This was followed by the analysis of the
response to this consultation.
The addition of extra sites last year and an increase in proposed housing numbers by Leeds
City Council, prompted the group to organise a 3rd residential consultation focussing on
these proposed sites. The results from this consultation were added to those already
gathered.
The group would like to thank consultants Directions for their efforts in guiding us in this
sometimes complex process.
On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone involved in the work of this committee
including the Town Clerk, Charlotte, and her staff.

Cllr. J. R. Hardcastle

Chair - Planning & Licensing Committee
Horsforth Town Council
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5. Planning & Licensing Committee
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Finance & General Purpose Committee

6.

Finance & General Purpose Committee

6.1

Present

a.

The Finance and General Purpose Committee deals with the general business and
procedural issues of the Town Council. It makes recommendations to the Full Council
on any actions the Full Council may need to make.

b.

This Committee monitors the Council’s income and expenditure. From the budget
proposals of each committee, the Finance and General Purpose Committee reviews
the total budget for the following year. It then advises the Council on the figure that
the Council will need to pay for projects and items that will be part of the services
that the Council will provide for Horsforth. Once agreed, this amount then becomes
the Precept for the following year.

c.

The Finance and General Purpose Committee is responsible for the Employment and
Staffing and Complaints and Grievances Sub-committees.

6.2

Future

For 2016/2017 the Finance and General Purpose Committee recommended, for the
third year, that the overall Precept be maintained at £104,000. This is equivalent to
£15.62 per year on the Council Tax for a Horsforth band D dwelling.
The overall spending of the Town Council is budgeted at £137,230 (an increase on
last year), with the shortfall between that and the Precept being drawn from grants
and reserves.
The main cause of the increase in the budget compared to last year was due to the
increase in the amount the Town Council pays for the PCSOs: £18,718 in 2015/16 to
£31,000 for 2016/17. This is due to reductions in the Police budget being passed on.

Cllr. J. Garvani.
Chair - Finance and General Purpose Committee
Horsforth Town Council
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9
Finances
2015/16

104,000
1,416

104,000
321

127,954

500
138,866

0
429
21,503
10,571
13,985
0
41,298
995
250
817
439
1,158
0
0
0
234
503
2,129
1,765
0
931
0
131
535
464
0
4,993
75
0
103,205

0
2,602
21,264
10,825
18,782
0
34,353
886
975
1,059
0
0
128
0
0
160
601
2,462
1,809
0
0
14,526
0
469
1,467
0
3,917
0
0
116,285

80,610
36,416
15,211
n/a
0
123,483
131,276

84,966
36,416
15,000
15,477
8,754
151,859
158,347

		

2014/15
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Balance Sheet Net Assets

T

Balances as per reconciliation
Current Account
Term Deposit
Term Deposit
Term Deposit
Less Unpresented Cheques
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
Income
Precept
Bank Interest
Grants Received 22,538 34,045
Other Income
Total Income
Expenditure
Grants From Reserves
Building and Property
Environment Committee
Community Committee (Includes £4500 transfer to designated fund)
Public Safety Committee
Planning Committee
Staff Costs
Stationery
Advertising and Website
Miscellaneous Expenses
Office Equipment Lease (2016 moved to Buildings budget)
Office Equipment Purchase and Maintenance
Office Equipment
Rent and Rates
Utilities
Postage and Carriage
Telephone
Audit and Accountancy
Membership Fees
Equipment Hire
Insurance (2016 moved to Buildings budget)
Elections
Office Legal and Survey Fees
Room Hire
Staff and Councillor Training
Queens Jubilee
Neighbourhood Plan
Chairmans Allowance
Horsforth Matters
Total Payments

Finance

7.

Produced by Horsforth Town Council April 2016

